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Common Core State Standards
Ask and Answer Questions
Understanding of Key Details
Identify Main Topic
Connection Between Information in a Text
Determine or Clarify Word Meaning s
Know and Use Text Features
Distinguish Information in Pictures & Text
ldentify Main Purpose of a Text
Use lllustrations & Details for Key Ideas
Identify Reasons to Support Points in Text
Compare & Contrast Two Texts

Read & Comprehend Informational Texts in Grade Level Band
Proficiently
http://www.corestandards.org/the - standards/english - language- arts - standards/reading - informational - text/
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http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards/reading-informational-text/

CCSS Reading Informational Texts Grades K -2

KEY: RI.K.7. = Reading Informational.Kindergarten.#7 Standard

Key Ideas and Details
STANDARD #1 Ask and Answer Questions

RI.LK.1.  With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text .
RI.1.1. Ask and answer gquestions about key details in a text.

RI.2.1.  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why , and how to
demonstrate understanding of key details  in a text.

STANDARD #2 Main Topic and Key Details

RI.K.2.  With prompting and support , identify the main topic and retell key details  of a text
RI.1.2. Identify the maintopic and retell key details of a text .

RI.2.2. Identif ythe maintopic of a multiparagraph text as well asthe focus of specific
paragraphs within the text.

STANDARD 3 Connections

RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events,
ideas, or pieces of information ina text .

RI.1.3 . Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of

information in  a text.

RI.2.3. Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or

concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

Craft and Structure
STANDARD #4 Clarify Words and Phrases

RI.K.4.  With prompting and support , ask and answer questions about unknown words in atext .
RI.1.4. Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and

phrases in a text .

RI.2.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in atextrelevanttoa grade 2 topic or
subject area .

STANDARD #5 Text Features

RI.K.5 Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book .

RI.1.5. Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries,
electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text.

RI.2.5 . Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries,
indexes, electronic menus, ico ns) to locate key facts  or information in a text efficiently.
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STANDARD #6 Author & lllustrator Contributions to Ideas

RI.K.6 Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in presenting the
ideas or information in a text.

RI.1.6 . Distinguish between information provided by  pictures or other illustration s and
information provided by the words in a text.

RI.2.6. Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer,

explain, or describe.

Integration of Knowledge and ldeas
STANDARD #7  Use Text & lllustrations for Deeper Clarification

RI.K.7.  With prompting and support , describe the relationship between illustrations and the

text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts).
RI.1.7. Use the illustrations and details  in a text to describe its  key ideas.

RI.2.7. Explain how specificimages (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to
and clarify a text.

STANDARD #8 Author Reasons to Sup port Points in a Text

RI.K.8 With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points ina
text.

RI.1.8. Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text.

RI.2.8. Describe  how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.

STANDARD #9  Compare and Contrast 2 Texts on the Same Topic

RI.K.9, With prompting and support identify basic similarities in and differences between two
texts on the same  topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or proce  dures).
RI.1.9 . Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic
(e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures).
RI.2.9. Compare and contrast the most important points presented by  two texts onthe same
topic.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
STANDARD #10 Read & Comprehend Complex Informational Texts

RI.K.10. Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.
RI.1.10. With prompting and support , read in formational texts appropriately complex for

grade 1.

RI.2.10 . By the end of year , read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social

studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2 a3 text complexity  band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range .

SOURCE: http://www.corestandards.org/thestandards/english - language- arts - standards/reading -
informa tional - text/
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ESSENTIAL INK -2 slandar #0

Match Books to Students Instructional Levels

Treptow, M. A. (2006). Reading at Student sa@
Instructional, and Independent Levels: Effects on Comprehension

and Time on - Task. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Center
for Reading Research.

The use of ineffective instructional practices could lead some students to fall

behind in the early grades. These low - achieving and struggling students have

been referred utlounm sc acscuvarlrtiices 6 ( Gi ckling & Tho
208) who fail to keep pace with the demands of grade level instruction.

Children who struggle in reading in the early grades will often continue to fall

further and further behind throughout their school year s (Stanovich, 1986),

Leveled Books for Readers Reading at K - 2™ Levels

The book sets in our bookroom at school are shared with all K -6
teachers for guided reading. For primary they are leveled according to
Reading Recovery numerical levels 1 - 28. Kinders usually use levels 1 - 4, First
Grade typically is levels 1 - 16, and Sec ond Grade goes up to level 22+.
Individual copies of books in the levels below can be putin 5 tubs for
independent classroom reading and check out for a home reading program.

Approximate: Reading Recovery Levels Fountas & Pinnell Le vels
Range/Tub 1: Emergent Levels1-4 Levels A,B,C
Range/Tub 2: Early Developing Levels5-8 Levels D, E
Range/Tub 3 Developing Levels 9-12 Levels F,G
Range/Tub 4 Later Developing Levels 13 - 15 Level H

Range/Tub 5 Early Fluent Levels 16 - 20 Level I,J,K
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How are books leveled K-2?
standard #10

Print Placement on the Page : The lower level books will have print that is

consistently in the same place on the page, larger print and bigger spaces between words to help
emergent readers pointing under words. These tubs will al  so have fewer lines of print on a page. As
books become more challenging, the print can be laid out in a variety of positions and the print

itself is smaller and closer together. The more print on the page can make a book harder and books

in the higher level books have usually more densely printed sentences per page with less white space
between lines.

Repetition . Repetition is a scaffold for beginning readers that is not needed by the higher
level tubs when a book just tells a story. In the easier level tubs, the simple repetition of a
patterned text is a needed support while emergent readers learn a bank of high frequency words
and start applying their phonics instruction. As students move through the levels, the books will
have more patterns, rep etitive refrains or a cumulative text. The last two tubs will seldom have a
book with a repetitive pattern.

Language Structures : The structure of the English language is often referred to as

syntax or grammar. The lower level books should have sentence patterns that are like talking

because students bring their oral language to the task of reading. The higher level tubs might have

literary |l anguage (00Once upon a timeéd) or more sophi s
dialog. Think of the chall enge this poses for English Learners!

Content: Itis easier for readers to read a book about a topic with which they are familiar.
Teacher judgment helps to decide if books about unfamiliar subjects might bump them into the
next level tub. These tubs ar e for independent reading and need to be accessible without the
supportive picture walk that a book gets in guided reading instruction.

llustrations : Look carefully at the illustrationsél al ways
support reading thispag e ? 6 L e t &-sthebbeokshmRarga/Tub 1 have a very clear match

between the pictures and the print. When readers have a bank of a few high frequency words to

anchor them to the page, they are able to move into books with less supportive illustrat ions. The

pictures become less helpful and by the last tub the books might have few illustrations or they are

simply a o0decorationd6 on the page.

Putting It Together The book sets in our bookroom have been leveled according to this
criteria and the levels match our Running Record assessments. | still have to use teacher judgment
to pick books for each reading group. Special care is taken in choosing books for INFORMATION
and thinking about front loading background information and vocabulary for successf ul
comprehension.

W hat about levels for higher readers?

We can quickly level books on two popular websites using title or author or key word. Intermediate students
can do this for your classroom library of independent books. Sets of trade books for a bookroom can be
leveled using these sit es:

Scholastic www.readingcounts.com cl i ck o Teacher 6 clickoBook Wizardbo G. E. =
Accel erated Reader www. arbookfind. com click o0Teacherdé ente
WARNING: BOOK LEVELING FOR INFORMATIONAL/NONFICTION TEXTS SHOULD ALSO TAKE

INTO CONSIDERATION THE CONTENT AND VOCABULARY LOAD.
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W[‘w is this impeortant?

The ability to understand and write nonfiction is essential for school
achievement
1 High- stakes tests contain large percentages of nonfiction

T Reading nonfiction increases world knowl edge an
have available in daily conversations.

1 Understanding nonfiction helps to meet the increasing real - world literacy
demands.

1 Nonfiction is the favorite reading material of many children.

Adapted from Blevins & Boynton, Nonfiction Passages with Graphic Organizers, Scholastic
hink outsid lib
Think outside your libraryes.
www.textproject.org Free informational text to read online or download. From Dr. Elfrieda

Hiebert and developedt o prevent t he 0lewediemidld (120rgeslevels 1 -10) and
late 2 "+ Have parents offer to copy to save you colored ink. | give them white cardstock and ask

each parent to make 8 copies in color of a book for reading groups. Then, for take home copies, |

ask them to make a class set of a title in grayscale on regular copy paper. This is a HUGE

resource for FREE nonfiction materials for reading groups and a take home program.

The Phone Book! Use the informational text at the front of your local phone book to teach
reading for vital information.

Newspapers and their Websites: Ar ticles on local and national happenings (especially
weather and natural disasters) canbecopiedonline in oprint frieonlidd yé for mat

Tel evision St at NoOvB OcGst Weob Siintte@ st regionall ynliger e i n a op

Information Around: Price Tags, Words on Shoes, Labels in Coats, Washing Instructions
in a garment, Menus from local restaurants like McDonalds, Local Maps etc.

Magic Tree House Series Research Guides: www.magictreehouse.com  has the Fact
Tracker game that1 -2 students can play after finishing a book = independent work.

Sundance/Newbridge Publishers  for free samples of their non - fiction used today
contact representative Linda Pino at: Ipino@Sundancepub.com Tell Linda where you saw me !

www.zooborns.com A blog on baby animals born all over the world. Very info friendly for
school age children with  engaging photos and an occasional video. Scroll through an A - Z list

T ovefihe FREE ST
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Best Online Resources

http://www.Vimeo.com In top right corner in search box
name: Jamie Pardau Jamie and her husband are divers and underwater photographers in Kona on

the Big Island in Hawaii. There videos are brief and perfect for studying ocean fish, animals and

habitat.

http://www.endangeredtv.com/ Endangered Animals click on an endangere d animal
to watch video

http://www.sandiegozoo.org/videos/ San Diego Zoo Live cameras at the zoo to watch
pandas, polar bears, elephants, apes and condors. Other links give kid friendly information for
elementary students

http://www.exploratoriu ~ m.edu/  The Exploratorium in San Francisco is a hands -on science
museum for elementary students. Their website is a resource for teachers too far away for one of
my favorite field trips.

ht tp://pbskids.org/zoom/games/kitchenchemistry/ PBS Kitchen Experiments  ldeas
for doing simple experiments with kitchen ingredients.

http://dsc.discovery.com/dinosaur s/dinosaur - videos/dinosaur - videos.html|
Dinosaurs! download sound clips and video from the Discovery Channel

http://www.nasa.gov/audience/forkids/kidsclub/flash/index.html NASA Kid Club
and http://www.chandra.si.edu/ for NASAGs fl agshiagstrommgsi on f a

http://www.owenandmzee.com _ dln December 2004, a frightened young hippo, separated

from his family by a devastating tsunami, bonded with an Aldabra tortoise named Mzee. The 130
year old tortoise accepted Owen as his own, and
documentary, videomaker for students to use and links to other K -2 friendly websites on gorillas,
rhinos, lions etc. Every website links to globes to show where the animals live in the world.

http://www.ent.iastate.edu/imageqgallery/ Bugs Bugs Bugs ! lowa State University
Entomology Image Gallery Students can view images and movies of beetles, ticks, and lots of
other creepy crawling insects!

Storia;: www.scholastic.com 5 free book downloads to web ori Pad. The books can be read

or listened to with  the words highlighted. Each book also has a dictionary feature and highlighter
for marking key information.
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BEST OF THE BEST
NONFICTION RESOURCES FROM
LIBRARIAN JOANNE LIGAMARI

Nati onal Science Teachers Association
Outstanding Science Trade Books for Students K d12: 2013 (Books published in
2012) http://www.nsta.org/publications/ostb/ostb2013.aspx

My March Top Ten List: N onfiction Reading Resources By Beth

Newingham http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top teaching/2011/03/my -
march-top -ten -list -nonfiction -reading-resources

A list of science - related picture books by Terrence E. Young Jr.
http: //www.sbfonline.com/Documents/PictureBookMonth 4811.pdf

A Pinterest with many nonfiction resources i.e. charts, forms etc.
http://pinterest.com/mretheridgel/nonfiction -resources/

A lis t of nonfiction science books collected by Read Write Think
Organization IRA/NCTE

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson images/lesson413/booklist.
pdf

A link to the NATIONAL COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH o}
OReading Nonfiction Textso6 L ersuglohigsscioa.r gr ad
http://www.ncte.org/kits/nonfictionlessons

Links to annual nonfiction awards book sites:
The Silbert Medal List -

http://www.awardannals.com/v/Annal:2012 Sibert Medal
NCTE Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction for Children:
http://www.ncte.org/awards/orbispictus
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MORE BEST OF THE BEST

2012 Governor General's Literary Award for Nonfiction

(Canada): http://www.awardannals.com/v/Annal:2012 Governor_General%27s
Literary Award for Nonfiction

2011 Boston Globe - Horn Book Award for Nonfiction:
http://www.awardannals.com/v/Annal:2011 Boston Globe -
Horn Book Award for Nonfiction

Kathleen Krull 2011 Nonfiction Award Winner:
http://www.childrensbookguild.org/nonfiction - award/2011 - winner:

Links to other nonfiction resources:

Reading Rockets links to Nonfiction Info:
http://www.readingrockets.org/search/?cx=004997827699593338140%3Anptll
rzhp78&cof=FORID%3A11&ie=UTF -

8&qg=nonfiction+books+ for+children&siteurl=www.readingrockets.org%2F&ref=&s
$=1036{128098j10

GoodReads Fun Nonfiction for Elementary A list of

interesting and engaging nonfiction books for kids aged 6 d012:
http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/4378.Fun_Nonfiction for Elementary

Common Core State Standards: Resources from Booklist
Publications : http://booklistonline.com/commoncore

Bookl i st Edi torsd Choi ce: Books for
Gillian Engberg:
http://www.booklistonline.com/Booklist - Editors - Choice- Books- for - Youth-

2011 - Gillian- Engberqg/pid=5201404
http://booklistonline.com/Booklist - Editor s- Choice- Books- for - Youth- 2012 -
Gillian- Engberg/pid=5893027
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YESIEVEN MORE BEST OF THE BeST

The Scientists in the Field BoOKS show people immersed in the

unpredictable and dynamic natural world, making science more accessible, relevant, & exciting
to young readers. Far from the research laboratory, these books show firsthand adventures in

the great outdoors fi adventures with a purpose. From climbing into a snake den with thousands

of slithering snakes to tracking wolves, swimming with hammer head sharks, & collecting bugs,
readers experience the thrill of discovering the unknown.

http://www.sciencemeetsadventure.com/

Links to other online nonfiction resources:

Wonderopolis - Asite for dai ly high - interest nonfiction:
http://wonderopolis.org/

Prizes for reading?>
Yes... . books for achariity|

WE GIVE BOOKS on this site, students can choose from an excellent

selection of choices -- and every book your child completes, they can choose a
charity that will receive a book on their behalf!

http://www.wegivebooks.org /
http://resources.primarysource.org/content.php?pid=267791&sid=2210171

THE READING TUB I'n the key word box, type ononfic

age level:  http://thereadingtub.com/index.php

An article from LANGUAGE ARTS JOURNAL OF MICHIGAN by
Mary EIl Il en Van Cakitpon Books hne BelatedN\Weth Sites for

El ement ary Sc h o ohttp:/thyud.com/asak@ahs 6 Itis from January
2000, but contains good titles and information.

www.zooborns.com See gorgeous photos with simple text of the
newest babies born recently. A - Z archived lists of  animals for

research and a few videos. JUDY® S
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Apps for K-2

Childrends Online Privacy Protect:i
The Federal Trade Commission recently updatedthe 14 -year ol d Chil drends Online P
Protection Act (COPPA). Therevisedrule expands the |list of oOpersonal i nf ol
be collected from children under 13 without parental consent. It forbids child -directed apps and
websites to track childrends activities on the I nterne:
wit hout their par ent Ppatydperatonsialsodmdl be liable Tohinfornthtion gathered
from child -oriented sites. McClatchy Newspapers 12 -29-12

WARNING: DONST BUY OR DOWNLOAD FREE APPS UNTIL READING TH
CHANGE AND SOME OFREEG Apps ARE NOTHI NG OF THE SORT (O
ADS.)

Literacy with Informational Apps

American Association of School Librarians

The primary objective of the Task Force is to develop a vetted list of 25 apps tied to AASL

Standards for the 21st - Century Learner and Common Core Learning Standards which allow students
and educators to think, create, share, and grow. )
o gchool Librarjg,, -

They also keep a list  of Best Online Sites

AR
mmsrams |
\‘\ \\\\\\\\
\\ ©
Sketchio
App to use as digital paper/whiteboard. You can move back and forth between pages and it's very
basic... not so many features as Doodlebuddy, but that's a good thing at carpet or center time.

Free
r

Doodle Buddy

APaint with multiple fingers

A Funny sounds paired with stamps are
A Doodl e and sotrawnpictads! over y

A Drawing tools: paintbrush, glitter,
Free
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http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sketchio/id438548543?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id364201083?mt=8
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Reading Rainbow MH
Reading Books and Video Adventures Rﬁ“ﬂgw
for children ages 3 -9 years

1 Free book

OReading Rainbow is a new kids' iPad app. Not just another children's storybook app or kids' book app, Reading
Rainbow is a learning app for kids and offers a library of quality children's books, kids' videos, kids' reading
games and kids' learning activities. Similar to the award  -winning children's television show, the Reading
Rainbow children's App inspires children to read. Unlike any other reading apps for kids, Reading Rainbow is an
educational app and filled wi th fiction and non -fiction interactive children's books for the iPad.. Reading
Rainbow is a free kids app and available for download in the Apple App Store 6.

Wood Puzzle USA Map
Wood Puzzle USA Map, focuses on teaching the shape, location and capital of each of the 50 states.

Simple to use and the 0hi nt G e n hel ped me!
$1.99 and worth it!

ANGRY BIRDS SPACE HD

NASA and Rovio teamed up on the latest version of this wildly popular game. In this one, the piggies have
hijacked the Mars rover Curiosity, and the birds need to come to its rescue. The app is educational too: kids

can explore NASA vehicles and read about Mars exploration and NASA missions. Video from NASA has an
astronaut speaking to students from the Space Station talking about gravity.

Free 4/5 Stars

Age: 4+

ULTIMATE DINOPEDIA: The Most Complete Dinosaur Reference Ever

By National Geographic Society 'E New York Times Top 10 Best Children's Books on the iPad 'E 2011 MOBI
Award Winner 'E Time.com Top 25 iPad Apps for Kids 'E Chosen as New and Noteworthy, What's Hot, and

Staff Favorites by Apple 'E Appy Award Finalist 'E 5 Stars from Appolicious E KinderTown 10 Top Apps Kids
Will Beg to Play

Check out bonus videos for select dinosaurs, a visual table of

contents, a nd an interactive family tree.  Each in-depth dinosaur entry
gets a full -page painting. Ot her art pieces take a closer look at the dino
world, from hatching to migrations, from finding fossils to the extinction
mystery. And all of the artwork was done in consultation with dinosaur
experts to make sure i tdomthsneaestcmallestt e as pi
dinosaur to the color of dino skin, the most current research and thinking is all here :
Price: $4.99  Might be worth it if you stud  y dinosaurs or have budding paleontologists =
Age: 4+

WEIRD BUT TRUE
From National Geographic Kids. Wh ¢
Touch on the 0i 6 button on the bot
Free for one section

, touch on the OFre
get directions.

©Judy Lynch www. judylynch.com Page 13


http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/reading-rainbow/id512350210?ls=1&mt=8
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http://a1070.phobos.apple.com/us/r1000/112/Purple/76/8f/d3/mzl.rqvrdktc.1024x1024-65.jpg

SCRIBBLE PRESS

Scribble Press is an app that lets you create your own books on the iPad. Write original pieces or use one of 50

fill -in-the-b1 ank story templates such as O0OAbout me, 6 olf | ran for
or o0l am a mad scienti st 500 todsroruploapyow bwn phetss andsitworgs as v
illustrations. Thereds even an option to order pr
FREE

GAZZILI SCIENCE

The app features six activities that teach science facts like what makes plants grow, the difference between

sinking and floating and why seasons -inmparedghiidrenWhHoeeedktd s al so an
foll ow the narratords words on the screen

Price: $1.99

Age: 4+

ROUNDS: PARKER PENGUIN

Nosy Crow Kids meet Parker Penguin when he is just a chick growing up in Antarctica. On each page in the
science book app, kids interact with the penguin to learn what his life is like. They help him grow up, hunt for
food while avoiding predators, find a mate and protect his egg. When the egg is ready to hatch, kids tap the

shell so the new baby chick can break out and the story starts again fi with a new star A Parker's son.
$4.99 Expensive but may be w orth it for study of penquins. ROUNDS is a life cycle series.

Age: 3-6

NASA App HD

Thousands of pictures of outer space from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration .NASA's

Videos of Supernovas from Chandra. Chandra X-ray Observatory is a telescope specially designed to detect X -
ray emission from very hot regions of the Universe such as exploded stars, Pad Scrsnchots

clusters of galaxies, and matter around black holes. Because X -rays are absorbed
by Earth's atmosphere, C handra must orbit above it, up to an altitude of

139,000 km (86,500 mi) in space. The Smithsonian's Astrophysical Observatory

in Cambridge, MA, hosts the Chandra X -ray Center which operates the satellite,
processes the data, and distributes it to scient  ists around the world for analysis.
A light touch can pull up a planet, asteroids, comets etc.

free

NATURE TAP from Green Mountain Digital
Free app with insects and spiders, other topics can be added. Tap on a
picture and it enlarges a color photo and has simple text at about 2 " grade
level.
Free

LEAF SNAP

From Columbia University, Univ. of Maryland and Smithsonian Institution
Photographs of leaves to identify trees

Free

BEAUTIFUL WEATHER

Easy to use to check the local weather or weather in an area you are studying.
Free
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http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/gazziliscience/id551314185?mt=8

LIFE CYCLES

Life cycles of Frog, Butterfly, Ladybug, Phases of Moon, Plant Life Cycle, Pollination &
Fertilization, Rock Cycle, Water Cycle, Photosynthesis, Nitrogen Cycle, Oxygen Cycle.
A word can be tapped for a definition

$1.99 and worth it if you study many of these cycles.

ABE

A Fact a Day and tour of the Lincoln Presidential Library in Springfield,

lllinois is an easy app to navigate. Challenge top students to research Ab e
and then take the quiz.

Free

Reading Tips for Informational
Apps & Websites & Books

Problem: The websites or apps or books are great but
your Kindergarten, First Grade and Second Grade
students C A N OREAD THEM!

Solution: Use older students trained as Research Buddies

Format:
1. Buddies work with text, internet or apps to support research topics
2. Older Buddy reads a small section and asks oOoOWhat did you I earn?s

what do you wonder ?60

3.2 " graders and advanced 1 ' graders can take simple notes, younger

students dictate to their older buddy what to
wonder 0O

4. Teacher can focus buddies on specific standa rds to study text features,

main topics, clarify, relationships between t

reasons etc. sla“dards #1-9
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